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Preface
Since I published my frst small book about Street Photography in
2013 it has been downloaded over 2000 times. This was quite a
surprise for me and I felt encouraged to write another book as soon
as I had the time and – of course – a new topic or aspect of Street
Photography to write about.
Back then I decided to write my book in German because this is my
native language and it is much easier for me to express my
thoughts in German. My goal for my frst book was to give a small
guide to beginners on how to get into street photography.
However I got many responses from people that were very
interested in my book but who do not understand German at all. As
I did not want to simply translate my frst book into English and only
repeat myself, I decided to write a new book in English to address a
larger audience but also to add a little more to it – so I wanted to
add some thoughts about traveling and Street Photography.
I also chose to repeat a small part of my basic thoughts from my
frst book as an introduction to the second book in order to explain
my views on photography in general and especially on Street
Photography to the English-speaking readers.
If you want to see technical details like the location, date, aperture
or exposure on the photos shown in this book, just click the photos.
Each photo is linked to the according fickr page and will reveal all
the technical details about the photo if you click on “More
information” on that page.
At the end of this book you will fnd information about how to get in
touch with me in case you have more questions or want to go on a
photo-walk some day.
Hopefully you enjoy reading this book and you learn a new thing or
two.

Photography is not about your gear
I keep repeating this like a mantra – but photography is not about
your gear! Photography is not about the latest fancy piece of
technology that the manufacturers want to sell to us. You need a
camera to take photos, of course. But to take good photos, you do
not necessarily need an expensive (i.e. “good”) camera. This is
what the industry wants to make us believe, but it has been proven
wrong so many times. No camera in the world will make you a
better photographer, no matter what great features it has.
Over the years I have seen many people taking great pictures with
old analog cameras. Others use only their cell phone to take photos
but their results are amazing. On the other hand there are people
who buy the latest and greatest “pro” camera every year and they
produce mostly boring snapshots.
In the past I bought a lot of cameras only to sell them after some
time because I found that they did not give me the results I
expected. After some time I ended up with my good old Leica M9
and I still use it every day. I know how it works, how it reacts in
which light situation and I can efectively work around all the quirks
that it has. But this is only a matter of experience because I have
been using the same cameras for many years. I encourage you to
do the same – get to know your camera really well, whatever model
it may be, and use it over and over again. Take it everywhere with
you as many times as possible.
Over time you will see how your photos get better or at least how
you can get better results with less efort because you will know
what your camera will do even before you push the shutter button.
The only attribute of a camera that really counts to me nowadays is
it's portability. Will the size and weight of the camera hurt your back
after taking it out for 8 hours? It's probably too big. Have you ever
left your camera at home because you did not want to haul it
through town all day? Go for a smaller one.

Some people criticized me for writing all of the above. They told me
that it is pretty easy to tell everybody to just use the camera they
already have while I myself own a Leica M9, which is an expensive
camera that takes such amazing pictures so easily.
I can't deny the fact that the M9 is a high quality camera. But it has
no auto-focus as well. It has no face recognition, no high-ISO-ability
and no built-in fash – it misses all the features that most of the
much cheaper cameras ofer today. However, this camera became
my tool of choice for the reasons mentioned above – I know this
camera very well, I mostly know what picture I will get even before I
press the shutter button. This is what makes it a great tool for me.
Not the red dot and not the price tag that I was stupidly willing to
pay for it.
You can prove me wrong – if we ever meet in person I will happily
give you my M9 to try it out. You will realize that you most certainly
get much better results with your own camera, the one you are
used to. You will fnd out that an M9 does not at all take “better”
pictures than the camera you use.
If you still want to buy a Leica for yourself – that's your choice. I
have nothing bad to say about the M9. But don't expect too much
from it. It will not make you a better photographer!
Believe me, I am not immune to all the great oferings and shiny
new gear that I see when I pass by a camera shop. But my
experience is that I mostly am very disappointed when I try out new
gear because it needs a lot of experience to master a new camera.
So please – do not fall for the empty promises that the camera
manufacturers and review blogs make. Go out with the one camera
that you have and just try to take better pictures every day.

Some more thoughts on photography
So what is photography about, if not about technology? I think it
can be a means to express your view on the world. It can be a
special way to see the world around you. Maybe you can even call it
“art”. Anyhow it is a means to use your creativity.
Photography is mainly a hobby to me. It will be hard to make a
living on it without spoiling it completely by having to take
photography jobs that I wouldn't like to do. So I will keep it as a
hobby and just enjoy it.
But although it is only a hobby I try to sacrifce as much time as
possible in order to improve my skills and pictures over time.
Photography is something like a sport and you will get better at it
the more you do it. You need passion and perseverance to get to
the next level. It needs a lot of training and experience to to have
an eye for subjects and situations. So if you go out to take photos
only twice a year you should not expect too much.
I know many people who see themselves as photographers. They
have a lot of expensive equipment that they use only occasionally.
The only time they use it is when they go on holidays. This is sad
because they seem to think that photography can be mastered
without any efort and with just buying better equipment.
Take race cars as an analogy. I guess most of you know how to drive
a car, maybe you could even aford a race car. But certainly you will
never win a world championship with it, no matter how good the car
is. It needs a great driver to get good results.
Any lack of efort can't be balanced by investing in expensive
equipment. If you go and buy a “better” camera, it will encourage
you to take more photos only for a short time. But if you are not
willing to go out and take photos as often as possible you will soon
fnd that your new camera does not take the photos you'd
expected. It's not the camera's fault after all.
So again – it is easy to take bad photos with a good camera. But
great photos can be taken with a bad camera.

Some thoughts on Street Photography
As opposed to photography in general, Street Photography may – at
frst glance – look like just a tiny part of the whole photography
world. And probably it is. But if you take a closer look, Street
Photography has a lot more to ofer, and this is what I like about it.
Let me explain.
If you take nature photography as an example, your subjects will
repeat pretty quickly. Flowers, animals, landscapes. Naturally no
subject will be the same twice because everything changes around
us. But a dafodil will still be dafodil. That breathtaking view of
some mountains during sunset will be breathtaking now and still in
200 years. The photo you take of it will probably be amazing – but
not unique. And it will be boring very soon.
Street Photography is diferent. In my opinion, if you go out on the
street, you go to the same place every day, you stand right on the
same spot every day and take 100 pictures every day – you will
never get the exact same picture twice. This is what I like about
Street Photography and this is why it will never get boring, because
it has a human element that never repeats itself.
What fascinates me about Street Photography is that you go out
and take photos of candid, unique moments. Scenes and situations
that happen only once, in a fracture of a second. You were lucky
enough to be there – right time, right place. You just have to take
the picture or it will be gone, but if you succeed you can freeze a
moment in time.
You might think “Yes, sure, but that busy scene at the central
station happens the same way every day during rush hour. Nothing
candid about it.” Or you might think that man walking down the
street is not at all unique.

But in my opinion these scenes are unique. Because they have a
candid, human element. The scene at the central station might look
similar every day, but it is not the exact same scene. The people
are not the same people they were yesterday. They have a diferent
mood, a diferent look, a diferent way to move, to behave and to
interact. The man walking down the street is unique in a subtle way
– maybe yesterday he was very busy and running late for an
appointment. But today he is relaxed and feeling happy.
This will always make Street Photos unique as they capture a
moment in time. That's also true for every kind of photography, but
I think in Street Photography it is even more relevant because of the
people that make every picture a little bit special.

Try it out!
If you have the slightest interest in Street Photography – I think you
should try it out yourself.
If you see photos from any street photographer and you think to
yourself “I'd like to take pictures like that” - I think you should try it
out yourself.
If you get bored by all the fowers and cats that you keep taking
photos of – I think you should try out Street Photography.
It's easier than you'd think.
Maybe you lack the courage to go out on your own at frst but you
can just ask a friend to walk with you. Perhaps you know a Street
Photographer in your area? Just ask him or her if someday you can
join to take your frst steps into this new genre. Almost all street
photographers that I've met are very sociable people and very
happy to share their knowledge with newbies.
My experience shows me that going out alone is not everybody's
cup of tea – but most of the time I prefer to go out alone. Walking
alone makes it easier to blend in with the crowd, you are fexible in
the decisions where you go and what you see. When you go alone it
is easier to focus and to look for subjects.
However going with another photographer is more entertaining and
often you get a new point of view if you go with another person.
And of course it is always a good experience to meet some other
photographers. However, the chances are higher that someone will
take notice of you if you go out as a pair. This never bothered me,
but some people like to stay “invisible” when they take photos on
the streets.
Going out as a group of three or even more people isn't something I
like too much. Shooting in a group should rather be seen as a social
event where you get involved with other photographers – which is
great by the way – but the outcome of my photography during such
occasions is almost always close to zero.

Street Photography is actually quite easy to do and you can do it
everywhere and at every time. It is an advantage that I live in a
busy city with a lot of people on the streets all around the clock. But
I believe that you can take street photos everywhere, even in the
smallest village in a rural area. This may even be an advantage
because you know the people there and you can take closer, more
personal pictures.
Most important: go out as many times as you can. I think going
daily is a great choice, before or after work. At least consider going
once or twice every week – take every small chance if you have
time. If it is only 30 minutes you can see this as a kind of training.
This is maybe too obvious but it seems to me that many people
missed it: another tip is to always have your camera with you, even
if you don't have plans to take any photos. Not only during your
holidays but also in your home town. Just put the camera in your
bag or backpack that you take with you every day. Never go out
without a camera. This way you will never miss the moment when
you see a great subject. Or at least you have no more excuses like
“I saw this great situation yesterday, I wish I'd had my camera with
me then.”
If you think “How can I take this 2kg camera-monster with me every
day?” - you probably believed that buying such a “pro” camera was
a great idea. Perhaps next time you consider buying a smaller
camera or just take your smartphone as your everyday weapon-ofchoice.
But even if you can't take your camera with you, you can always
train your vision. You can learn to see interesting situations and
photogenic candid moments even if you have no camera with you.
This way you might miss some good pictures but at least you
improve your skills of seeing good subjects.

When you start to go out on the streets you can be easily
overwhelmed by the mass of subjects that are ready to be taken. A
simple trick is to focus on certain items. Perhaps you frst want to
go for people passing by shop windows. You can focus on numbers,
colors, hats, umbrellas, bags etc. This is an easy way to stand still
and take a photo while they pass you by. Perhaps you can focus on
fashy colors of people's clothes. Try to go out and fnd 10 people
wearing red jackets. This is just a simple method to flter the mass
of interesting subjects that you will be fooded by if you make your
frst experiences on the streets.

Getting better on the streets
In my frst book I wrote a lot about “learning to see” which is still
the most important insight I got from Street Photography. But there
are other aspects that I also want to explain.
What I mean by “learning to see” is that if you go out often and look
for interesting subjects for your Street Photography, you will
discover a whole new way to look at the world around you. Over
time you will get more observant of what happens around you. You
will learn to anticipate situations even before they happen. You
learn to estimate the movement of people in the streets, read their
interactions with their surroundings like a book. This way you will
learn to get a more intense experience from the world around you
and see it with diferent eyes. This will also be true if you not even
have your camera with you. Your attention level will rise and this is
one of the greatest improvements that I made over the years.
One question I get asked over and over is how many times I have
been in trouble when I go taking photos of people in the streets.
Compared to the amount of time I spend taking photos of people in
the streets I can honestly tell you „Never!“. Here in Zurich I got a
negative response of people only twice. Both times I was politely
asked to delete the photo. Most of the time people just ignore that
they are being photographed or wonder what I was taking a picture
of. So this is another lesson I learned from Street Photography:
people hardly get angry for having their picture taken. Don't be
afraid – nobody will attack you for taking their picture, nobody will
shout at you or destroy your camera.
Also – from time to time – I get into friendly conversations with
strangers when I go out alone and they see me taking their photo.
This way I get to know people even if it is only for some small talk.

After doing Street Photography for some time I found that too many
of my photos showed people only from behind. Over time I made
some progress with getting closer to people and fghting my fears
while trying to take more portrait-style. This way Street
Photography gave me a new kind of courage when I go out. Street
Photography has, so to say, the ability to change you as a person.
Also I learned to trust my instincts when shooting on the streets. As
I will explain later, my M9 uses manual focus and I have to estimate
the distance to a possible subject when I have to take a quick shot.
After a lot of training I learned how to focus very quickly and mostly
quite precisely. This was a great experience as it is always nice to
see some progress and improvement while doing something you
like.

Technical stuff
In the frst chapter I told you that your gear is not so important.
Now you read a chapter about the technical aspects of Street
Photography. You will see that this is not as much a contradiction as
it seems at frst, but still I try to keep this chapter as short as I can
because the technical aspects should never be the most important
thing about your photography.
Generally speaking, photography has a lot of technical components.
There are many choices to make like the aperture, exposure, ISO
and focal length. These parameters are independent of the camera
model you use – but they must be taken into consideration when
taking photos on the street.
Sometimes I saw photographers take photos on the street with a
200mm lens which I found quite creepy. They were going after their
“prey” like hunters. In my opinion you should always go for shorter
focal lengths if possible. This means you have to get closer to your
subject and it also means that you have to overcome your fears.
This will pay of because your pictures will look very diferent from
the ones taken with a tele-lens.
I prefer to shoot at a closer range. Having eye contact adds to the
image if you take a portrait-style or frontal picture. Being close
gives me a better impression of the scene and makes it possible to
interact with the persons I shoot. If I realize any reaction of them
not wanting to be photographed I will not take a picture. To make it
short: I am not a big fan of tele-lenses when it comes to Street
Photography. I like to be close, however I also like to keep a small,
respectful physical distance from my subject as well.
Shooting with the aperture fully open is a nice way to separate your
subject from the background. This is what I do a lot, be it night or
day. After sunset you might even not have a choice – you just have
to open that lens to catch as much light as possible. But even
during daytime it gives the photo a nice touch if you go for the
famous “bokeh” efect.

I always have my ISO setting on “auto” - I just do not want to be
bothered but having to set any value that seems appropriate. My
camera does this quite well and I fully rely on the choice it makes. I
mostly do the same with my exposure times. This value might
sometimes be necessary to be set manually but my camera
chooses the right exposure most of the time.
Usually I combine the auto-exposure-time and open aperture with
the zone focussing system and set the focus of my lens to a predefned distance of usually 3-5 meters. I can vary this very quickly,
but for most situations it has been found to be useful.
Having ISO and exposure time on “auto” and just adjusting the
focus manually if necessary makes it easy to react quickly and to
“catch” the subject I like.

Sharing means caring
If you go out and take a lot of photos you have to decide what to do
with them afterwards. Some people just enjoy looking at their
pictures at home. For me, sharing my photos in the internet is a
great way of getting feedback.
Usually I publish my photos on several internet platforms like fickr,
500px and even facebook. Although you get a lot of feedback
through these platforms it will not always help you to improve your
photos because getting a comment like “nice shot” or “great
contrasts” is not helpful if you want to know what you could do
better. But anyway – you can see some kind of trend. If a photo gets
a lot of “likes” and comments on a platform, it might be a little bit
better than a photo that is just ignored by all your contacts.
Over the years I have seen many photo communities come and go,
but fickr is still my favorite platform for publishing my photos. This
is the place where I feel “at home” because fickr still has a very
active community of all sorts of amateur and professional
photographers. There are a lot of groups for just about every topic
in photography where you can post your photos and exchange
comments and feedback. There are a lot of Street Photography
related groups as well where you can see a lot of very inspiring
photos. I recommend posting your photos in a lot of these groups on
fickr – your photos will be seen by more people and probably you
will get more and better feedback.
Some people asked me if it is okay to publish photos of strangers – I
think it is okay. I try not to take photos of people who are in a bad
situation. And if I see any form of rejection when I take photos of
people on the street, I will delete the photo and prefer to not
publish it. If somebody fnds a picture of herself or himself in my
fickr and does not like it – I will of course delete it immediately. But
this has never happened so far.

From a legal point of view it might be prohibited to publish any
photo of people who did not explicitly agree with the publication,
but I am not a lawyer and I think discussing this topic
comprehensively would really go too far.

Street Photography and travel
Most of us like to travel whenever we can aford it, time- and
money-wise. Nowadays we have many possibilities to go abroad,
buses, fights and accommodation are available for only a little bit
of money and all around the globe. This makes it very easy to go on
a short trip every once in a while to take photos in a diferent
environment than the one we know too well.
A great aspect of Street Photography is that once you develop the
skills to see interesting subjects in everyday situations, you take
these skills with you wherever you go. This makes traveling a lot
more fun, because you get very close and authentic impressions
when you travel with your camera.
Street Photography also makes traveling more exciting because it
forces you to have a closer look at your environment and it helps
you to get intense impressions. So to speak you get a look at the
soul of the place you travel to – in contrast to just relaxing on the
beach if you travel to the sea.
Of course the culture of a country can make it easier to take photos
there – or sometimes more difcult. People's behavior, their
friendliness and openness vary from country to country. Most of the
time I was lucky enough to go to places where people were either
indiferent of having their photo taken (Latvia, Estonia, Hungary,
Greece) or they were actively interested and asked me about why I
took photos and where I came from and what took me here (Turkey,
Malta, Poland).
Anyway, I think you should respect the local culture wherever you
go. Maybe you should gather some information about the country
before you go there, whether there is a problem about taking
photos of people in the streets. But in most countries people take it
quite easy or will even ask you friendly questions.

If you want to take street photos while traveling, it will of course be
easier if you go to a city than in a remote, rural area where nobody
lives. Spending your holidays in a larger town or city will have many
advantages: you can take street photos because there are a lot of
people. You will fnd accommodation much easier. You have all the
infrastructure in place to have a comfortable stay, like restaurants,
subways and also some places for sight-seeing.
When moving through any city I prefer to just walk as this is a nice
and relaxed way to see everything at close range. It will also give
you more opportunities to take street photos. You get a lot of
impressions on the streets and get to know the place very quickly.
However, you can't easily cover large distances by foot and if you
go to really big cities you will have to use public transportation to
get from point to point. If you have to, I recommend using buses or
trams because you still see a lot if you just look outside the window
of a bus. I hardly ever use the subways because frst I don't like
those narrow, noisy and smelly places too much, and on the other
hand you have no view at all if you move around in the
underground.
For my last few journeys I booked my accommodation via
AirBnB.com. This was great because if you go to any larger city you
will fnd nice apartments for a week or only some days. Booking an
apartment via AirBnB had a lot of advantages for me: usually it was
located at very good spots in the middle of the city – and it was
easy to choose an apartment which was in walking distance of all
the places I wanted to go to. Compared to the prices of hotels, the
apartments were much cheaper but still ofered more space and
comfortable features like a kitchen or even a washing machine
(which can be pretty useful). Another beneft is that you normally
rent these apartments from locals who live in the city as well. So
just after you arrive in a new city you already know somebody who
has been living there for some time and who can give you hints
where to go and what to see. This was a nice experience every
time.

If you have an account on any photography community, you can
easily post your photos to groups that are related to the place
where you plan to go and ask for people to meet when you are
there. I found this a nice way to meet other photographers who can
show you their city. This way you will get a closer look at the place
you travel to – and most probably not the view of a tourist.
This brings me to another obvious hint when you travel to any city:
keep the tourist's program at a minimum. Do not use too much time
for sight-seeing. When you only visit the spots where tourists go,
you can only take street photos of tourists. If you go to places
where the locals live, you will get a better look at the city you visit
and of course get better pictures. I had great experiences with this
method except for Venice, Italy. This town is just too touristic and
there were hardly any places where you did not run into a huge
group of Japanese tourists just around the corner.
One last thing about taking photos abroad: don't expect to take
your best photos while traveling. I found that if you are in a new
place it might be more difcult to take good photos because you are
overwhelmed with new impressions. Everything around you is new
and you have to get used to the new surroundings. You don't know
where the good places are, where there are busy streets or calm
places. You have to discover everything for the frst time, which
may make it hard to take good photos.
It might be easier to take photos in a place you are used to,
although it can be harder to see the good photo opportunities
because you know everything too well. But if you look at Street
Photography in the internet, you will see that the best pictures are
made by people who take photos in their hometown where they
know every street and every place.

Athens, Greece
My latest journey took me to Athens, Greece. It was quite an
impressive trip because Greece has been in a fnancial crisis for
several years now – and while you walk through the streets, it
became obvious that something went very wrong. Many shops are
closed down, a lot of houses are just empty and literally rotting
away and the city in general looks pretty worn-out. You could see in
people's faces that life has been tough for quite some time. I felt
bad for the people who have to go through a crisis that they were
not responsible for.
In this chapter I do not want to write too much, I'd rather show you
some photos from Athens and how I saw this great city.

Get in touch with me
Whether you enjoyed reading this book or not – feel free to write
me. I am happy to hear feedback from you and I'd be glad to
answer your questions or to go on a photo walk with you.

My website http://gatogatogato.ch

Several platforms:
• Flickr

http://www.fickr.com/photos/gato-gato-gato

• 500px

https://500px.com/gato-gato-gato

• App.net

https://alpha.app.net/gatogatogato

• Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/tobias.gaulke

• Twitter

https://twitter.com/gatogatogato

• fattr

https://fattr.com/profle/gatogatogato
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